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The Kendleshire / 10th June

Definitely the most important hole on the course...
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We’re back... just
After a year's absence due to the COVID-19 pandemic the Bristol Rovers Former Players
Association were delighted to stage their Golf Day on Thursday 10th June.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions we were limited in the numbers we were allowed to entertain
but that did not detract from the occasion; in fact it meant that the players (who after all are
the reason the BRFPA was set up over four years ago!) got the full amount of time to be
together again. This usually annual event invites former players to relive old times and to
catch up with what is currently happening in their lives.
As usual the Kendleshire Golf Club proved to be excellent hosts and we were honoured to
welcome the following former Gas players back to the green grass of Bristol (well, South
Gloucs...): Andy Tillson, Paul Hardyman, Paul Tovey, Billy Clark, Andy Sandell, Pete Aitken,
Geoff Twentyman, Bob Bloomer, David Mehew, Danny Coles, Craig Hinton, Andy Rammell,
Martin Paul and Tom Stanton. We were especially glad to welcome Andy Sandell to his first
BRFPA event!
We witnessed another first as well, with several former Bristol City players joining us,
resulting in Tommy Doherty, Joe Burnell and Rob Edwards forming a team led by ex Rovers
and City defender Danny Coles.
And last but certainly not least, we were honoured to have with us the family of former
Rovers player Graham Day who sadly passed away in February of this year. Graham's
brother Terry, one of his sons Matthew, and his nephew Nick Golding were all able to join us
as a fitting memorial to Graham. As well as being a very popular player Graham was a great
friend and supporter of our Association and we really miss him entertaining the fans (and
us) at our events!
Despite us being unable to invite fans and sponsors this time the day was a great success
and the weather held up.
For the record Martin Paul and his team (which included Andy Stewart, a BRFC YTS ‘Class
of 1991-93’ alongside Birdy) were the winners of the golf so congratulations went to them
but the real congratulations have to be reserved for BRFPA Committee Members Mo Bell
and Simon Hedges for their hard work in making the event run so seamlessly.
All being well we can get back to holding a 'full-blown' event next year with everyone who
took part this time around expressing a desire to return in 2022, when hopefully the world
will be a rather safer and healthier place.

Tony Mills - BRFPA Chair
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the winning team
Birdy’s Bandits
Andy Stewart, Mark Coles, Joe Howe & Martin Paul
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The Teams

Craig Hinton, Andy Sandell & Andy Rammell

Billy Clark, Paul Hardyman, Andy Tillson &
Paul Tovey
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The Teams

Bob Bloomer, Geoff Twentyman & David Mehew

Matt Wilson, Neil Parker, Peter Aitken & Tom Stanton
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The Teams

Rob Edwards, Danny Coles, Tommy Doherty
& Joe Burnell

Terry Day, Matt Day, Gary Jefferies & Nick Golding
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Meet the Golfing Former Players
Pete Aitken

Debut - 29.8.1972 Appearances - 260 (+4)
Nickname - Charlie

Bob Bloomer

[1972 - 1980]

Goals - 4

Debut - 15.8.1990 Appearances - 14 (+12)

Goals - Nil

Nicknames - Blooms or Bobby B

[after the Aston Villa footballer Charlie Aitken]

N One of only two players to have captained both Bristol clubs. and also one of the ‘Ashton Gate Eight’; the players who
ripped up their contracts to save the bankrupt club in 1982.

N In 1991 Bob ‘The Cat’ donned the goalie gloves
when Brian Parkin was injured in an FA Cup tie at home to Crewe
N Bob later became a Cheltenham Town legend: a Wembley winner in the 1998 FA Trophy, a Conference champion in 1999 and
also a member of their coaching staff.

N After retiring took on many roles with local non-league clubs including Asst. Manager to ex-team mate Lindsay Parsons at Cheltenham Town.

Billy Clark

[1990 - 1992]

[1987 - 1997]

Debut - 15.8.1987 Appearances - 278 (+17) Goals - 14
Nickname - The Judge
N Having spent just over a decade at Rovers, Billy is one of the few Rovers players in the modern era to have
qualified for a testimonial. West Ham Utd were the visitors at
the Mem and Ian Wright scored his first ever goals for the
Hammers.
N Although history often unfairly remembers Billy as ‘The
Judge’ because of the enormity of time he spent sitting on
the bench, his later years with Rovers saw him as a first
choice centre back alongside Andy Tillson, and his earlier
years could have been very different if it wasn’t for injuries
and the emergence of Steve Yates.
N With injury scuttling the entire 1989/90 promotion winning season, Billy held the unenviable record of not starting a
League game between October 1988 and March 1991. The
scene of his return, in front of 22,000 at Ashton Gate, was
hardly a setting for the fainthearted (or your first ever game
in the second tier of football!), but Billy easily slotted back
into the team and clocked up 61 more games in the
Championship.

Paul Hardyman

[1992 - 1995]

Debut - 15.8.1992 Appearances - 65 (+16)

Goals - 6

N While at Sunderland, Paul played in the 1992 FA Cup Final. When Ian Rush put Liverpool 2-0 up in the 68th minute, Paul came
off the bench to replace the mackem’s own Rush; David. The Rush’s
were not related...
N That Sunderland team was notable for being the last time a FA Cup
Final side featured only players born in the British Isles.

Danny Coles

[2007 - 2011]

Debut - 3.11.2007 Appearances - 112 (+0)

Goals - 5

N Danny played 112 times for Rovers, but never
made a substitute appearance.
N His first ever Gas goal was THAT 3rd minute opener at
Fulham in the FA Cup 3rd Round in 2008.
N Danny went on to score again in that famous cup run, vs
West Brom, thus becoming one of only two Rovers players ever to have scored in an FA Cup Quarter Final. The other is the
great Geoff Bradford, in both 1951 and 1958.
N Less happily, was relegated from League One two seasons in a row, first with Rovers in 2010/11 and then with
Exeter City in 2011/12.

N Paul arrived at Rovers just two months later and at £160,000 was a
club record signing at the time.
N

Paul hit the ground running with a goal in his second League
game, and a red card in his third game!
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Meet the Golfing Former Players
Craig Hinton

[2004 - 2009]

Debut - 7.8.2004 Appearances - 166 (+21)

Goals - 6

Nickname - Hints or Big Nose.
N After failing to score in his first 134 Rovers games,
Craig suddenly became a goal machine in the winter of 2007/8, scoring in four matches out of six. Three were during the club's amazing
run to the FA Cup Quarter Final, including giving Rovers the lead with
a glancing header at Craven Cottage in the 3rd Round replay, right in
front of 7,000 Gasheads.
N Hints was rarely one to pick up cards, with only 15 yellows, one
double yellow, and one straight red in his whole Rovers career.
N Before joining Rovers, Craig played over 40 league games a season, for five seasons in a row, for Kidderminster Harriers.

David Mehew

[1985 - 1994]

Debut - 26.10.1985 Appearances - 234 (+32)

Goals - 74

Nickname - Boris [after tennis player Boris Becker] or, on the pitch, Battle Cat
N In the summer of 1985, after they’d just been released as youngsters by Leeds United, Dave (and John Scales)
bumped into a Rovers scout on a cross channel ferry. They were invited for a trial and the rest, as they say, is history.
N Boris was the last player to score in a competitive match at Eastville (a reserve team fixture).
N The top scorer in the promotion season wasn’t Big Dev but was
Boris, with 18 League goals, none of them braces.

Andy Sandell

[2006 - 2007]

Debut - 5.8.2006 Appearances - 27 (+21)

Goals - 3

N Lenny Lawrence & Paul Trollope surprised a few
people when plucking a 22 year old winger from our old friends Bath
City after just one season at Twerton, and giving him his debut at
Half-Time on the opening day of the season, whilst three down at Peterborough!

Craig Hinton sinks a putt and gives a COVID
fist bump to the invisible man. Meanwhile
the water fountain grants him a celebratory
spray for using the old aphorism; ‘The harder
I practice, the luckier I get’.

Martin Paul

N Andy’s first Gas goal, in the third match of the season against
Grimsby Town, secured Rovers’ first points of 2006/7.
N Andy proved to be an unsung hero of that unforgettable season
with 48 appearances to his name, including seven of the JPT matches
and coming on as a sub for Sammy Igoe at the Millennium Stadium.
N Sadly we never saw Andy again in a quartered shirt (unless Wycombe counts!) as he moved to Salisbury City (then in the Conference) and had a long and successful career [almost 500 matches +
over 100 goals] mainly at local clubs, including FGR, Newport
County and Chippenham Town.

[1991 - 1996]

Debut - 11.12.93

Appearances - 17 (+13)

Goals - 1

Nickname - Birdy
N Martin’s only Rovers goal came in a 2-0 win
against Brentford at Twerton Park, but he went on to score 115
goals for our landlords after moving to Bath City in 1996.
N Birdy is the Romans’ second highest goalscorer ever, just
ahead of fellow ex-Pirates Paul Randall & Graham Withey.
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Meet the Golfing Former Players
Andy Rammell

Tom Stanton [1968 - 1976]

[2003 - 2004]

Debut - 29.3.2003 Appearances - 8 (+4)

Debut - 9.10.1968 Appearances - 188 (+13)
Goals - 6

Goals - 9

Nickname - Arch

[SPOILER ALERT! Named after the end scene in ‘The Good, The Bad
and the Ugly’ when the grave of Arch Stanton is revealed to be where the treasure is hidden]

Nickname - Rambo

N As a teenager Tom was on the books of both Liverpool and Arsenal, but didn’t taste League football until playing
for Mansfield Town.

N Aged 36 when he joined Rovers in March 2003, Andy
was almost the dictionary definition of the phrase ‘seasoned striker’.
Whilst in 2002 the Garry Thompson-led Rovers had escaped the
dreaded drop into non-League courtesy of only one team being relegated (and that team, Halifax Town, being an utter basket case), the
2002/3 season saw a flirt with the abyss brought even closer to
home. In an almost last chance saloon move the now Ray Graydonled Rovers turned to one of Ray’s former Saddlers, and Andy wasted
no time in rapidly establishing himself as a Rovers cult hero for blustering, bludgeoning and blasting his way to vital goals. Whilst
Rambo’s first four games saw no goals and only a solitary point
gained, the next three games saw four goals and maximum points.
Rovers were finally safe! PHEW.

N Tom was ever present in the 1973/74 promotion season.
N Like Dave Mehew, Ian Alexander and Bob Bloomer later,
Tom was once an emergency Rovers keeper.

N Whilst those three games may be our endearing memory of Andy,
it’s worth pointing out that Rambo had a profitable career at every
club he played for, scoring over 100 League goals in just over 400
appearances.
N Andy may not wish to be reminded of this, but it was his tackle
on Nick Culkin at Adams Park in Sept 2000 that led to Brian Parkin
being called off the bench and therefore tying with Howard Radford
as the Gas goalkeeper with the most post war League appearances
[245]. Four games later, this time at Gigg Lane, it happened
again, leaving Parky to not only make the record his own, but
also (unknowingly) mark his final Gas outing.

Andy Tillson
Debut - 7.11.1992 Appearances - 301 (+4)

Paul Tovey with possibly the largest golf trolley /
bag combo ever seen in the West Country.

[1992 - 2000]

Goals - 14

Nicknames - Tilly, Suntan or Cuprinol
N 29 years after his transfer from QPR, Andy is still the most expensive signing Rovers have ever made (£370,000)
N Andy’s debut was a 5-1 thrashing at Wolves. Welcome to Rovers mate!
N Andy’s son, Jordan, was a youth player for Rovers and went on to play over 100 times for Exeter City, where Andy worked as a coach.

Paul Tovey

[1993 - 1996]

Debut - 9.4.1994 Appearances - 10 (+2)

Goals - 0

Nickname - The Secret Assassin
N Paul’s debut came at Swansea City’s decrepit Vetch
Field, with only 3,961 there - Swansea was certainly a different club
in those days!
N Paul’s final game was the infamous Auto Windscreen Southern
Final Second Leg at Twerton in March 1996 when favourites Rovers
lost 1-0 to Shrewsbury Town and never made it to Wembley.

Geoff Twentyman

[1986 - 1993]

Debut - 3.9.1986 Appearances - 295 (+5)
Nickname - 20 pence or Matty

Goals - 7

N Geoff had a staggering 163 game ever-present League run lasting from Boxing Day 1987 to 23rd August 1991.
N Geoff was once told by local hero Harold Jarman that ‘you’ll never move away’. 30+ years later and Harold’s prediction is still true.
N Was Assistant Manager to Ian Holloway for the 1996/97 season before returning to radio.
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The Bristol Rovers Former Players Association (BRFPA) is an independent non-profit making organisation, run by elected
volunteers. It aims to bring former players & first team staff of Bristol Rovers Football Club together, alongside supporters,
and, when appropriate, to help them when in need.

www.brfpa.org.uk

